761*. Wildwood Rd., N. E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 3032k 

December 30, 1975 


Mr. Ken Smith 
6138 Beachway Dr. 

Palls Church, Va. 220I4.I . 

Dear Ken: 

I thought I would drop yoii a few lines and bring you 
and Mr. Fensterwald up to date as to what is happening. Of 
course, you may already know. I had intended sending both 
you and Mr. Penstereald a Christmas card, but being so busy 
I failed to get around to it. 

Mr. Chris Hagin who is presently working with Mr. Living- 
ston on the King murder phoned me several days before Christ- 
mas. Mr. Ralph Schoenman had been in Atlanta for three days 
visiting with me and Byron's attorney, Hudson John Myers. He 
left Atlanta to go to Memphis on his way to seeing Byron in 
Kentucky. Mr. Hagin told me that Mr. Schoenman visited with 
him and Mr. Livingston for three days. He said they went to 
the hotel where King was murdered, and that Mr. Livingston 
showed Jack Youngblood's picture to the clerk there. The 
clerk became very nervous and denied knowing this man. Mr. 
Hagin told me that he, Mr. Livingston and Mr. Schoenman de- 
cided to go through the records of the hotel. They discovered 
that Herman Ballard was registered at the hotel the day before 
and the day after King was murdered. If you will remember, 
Byron identified Jack Youngblood as Herman Ballard. They also 
learned that Herman Ballard posed as a black man in order to 
have Rev. King's room switched. The woman who arranged the 
room to be switched for Herman Ballard died thirty minutes 
after King was murdered. 

If there is anything that you and Mr. Fensterwald can 
do toward getting the authorities to work on this information, 
it will certainly be appreciated. 


/ 


Sincerely yours. 



Mrs. R. b r . Watson 
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